Attorney for Hoffa Denies i 
Report of ‘Deal’ for Release 

By Haynes Johnson events surrounding .Hoffa’s hurting the reputation of 

Washington Post stair writer stormy career, these. reports the union.” 

Jimmy Hoffa, the had boy are sasier to say than to Although the Justice De- 
of the labor movement, is substantiate. partment ' insists no formal 

beginning a new year today The President’s press sec- commutation petition has 
as much a figure of contro- retary, Ronald Ziegler says been made to it, one author- 
versy and speculation inside he knows of no such discus- itative source did confirm 
prison as he was out of it sions about a possible presi- that there have been “a 
Hoffa, now serving an dential commutation. " number of overtures” be- 

eight-year term for jury The JTistiee, Department tween the government and 

tampering in the Federal says jjas no record of any unnamed Teamsters seeking 
Penitentiary at Lewisburg, petition filed with it seeking Hoffa’s release. 

Pa.^ is reported to be willing such a commutation. That These reportedly began 
to “sing,” in the old under- comment came after a St. last summer and continued 
world phrase, in return for a Louis lawyer, Morris into the fall, just how seri- 

presidential commutation of Shenker, was quoted as say- ous the government has 

his sentence. . ing he had filed a petition taken them is another mat- 

There also are reports of with Justice in the last three ter. As one man said: 
private White House con- or four weeks. “The Teamsters Union is 

tacts between Teamsters The presidential assistant divided into various factions 

Union members seeking most intimately identified today. They are at war. 
Hoffa’s release and govern- with the Hoffa case, Clark Some people want Jimmy 
ment officials, of offers and Mollenhoff, will make no out; some want him incar- 
discussions of possible comment on the reports. cerated. The thing that’s at 

“deals,” of a bitter power And in New York, one of stake is . control of $400 mil- 
struggle inside the union it- Hofja’s lawyers, Jacques M. \ lion in pension funds, plus . 
self between Hoffa’s friends Schiffer, heatedly denied, control of the union itself.” . 
and foes over control of the the stories. While that kind of sup- 

union’s $400 million p.ension ‘fit's all an invention,” posed intrigue continues, in- 

fund, of men “close to the Schiffer told The Washing- side the union he once led 
mob” who want to get Hoffa 'ton Post. “I don’t know who with an iron hand, Hoffa re- 
out— -or to keep him in. i n the devil’s behind this, mains behind bars in Lewis- 

Like so' many of the U u t there has been abso- burg. He began serving, his 

—■-» lutely no talk at all with sentence there early in 

Hoffa. It’s an entire fabrica- March, 1967. Just two 
.tion. . .t "... months ago the .U.S. Parole 

‘This ' thing just jolted Board unanimously denied 
us. tf: It’s obviously being his application for parole, 
forged, by someone who He would have been eligible . 
wants to keep him in jail, for parole Nov. 6. • ( 

It’s, serving somebody’s in- Hoffa also faces a five- , 
terest; I don’t know who. * year prison, term in a ! 

“How the heck can they Teamsters pension fraud j 
get a statement like that case. That conviction has , 
when nobody can visit him? been appealed to the Su- ! 
Basically, it’s got to be preme Court, 
something so vicious as to For James R. Hoffa, an . 
put words in somebody’s impoverished coal miner’s : 
mouth.” son who rose to the top of ; 

In Washington, a friend of the largest, most powerful 
Hoffa, who did not want to union by battling every step . 
be identified, reacted more 0 f the way, this latest fracas 
colorfully. marks another step in his 

“There are a lot of people struggle. Hoffa in the past 
around Hoffa who would not has . struck a somewhat sur- 
like to see him get out. You prisingly philosophical 
know what I mean?” he stance about his ups and 
said. “That statement that downs. . 
came out is not true.” “Don’t worry about noth- 

“Why, Jimmy did not say , ing,” he once said. “Ninety 
he will be saying anything per cent of what you worry 
to anybody. How could he? about never happens, and’ 
He doesn’t have anything to the other 10 per cent- you 
say. I’d sure like to see can always straighten out.” 
Jimmy get out on the street But that was back in the 
and breathe the fresh air, days when Hoffa was riding 
but Jimmy would rather rot high and, as he said, his 
in jail than be put in a posi- problems always could be 
tion where he might be solved. 



